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AsJewish
Americans,
wewakeup
tobreaking
headlines as
theU.S.-Israel
warwith Irancontinues tounfold.
Wego to sleepafterone last
update, andwe togglebetween
ourdaily lives andreal-timebrief-
ings fromour lovedones in Israel.
Westand in twoplaces atonce.

Weare rooted in theUnited
States, deeplygrateful for the
freedomsandprotectionsof this
countryandemotionally tethered
to Israel,wheremissiles fall and
soldiersmove intoaction.
TheUnitedStates andIsrael

have takenextraordinaryaction
in response toescalating threats
fromIran.
In thewakeof theseevents,

Israel is facing retaliatorymissile
fireandciviliansacross the region
arepaying theprice,with families
displaced, communities shaken
and innocent lives lost.
Here inBrowardCounty,weare

praying for all those inharm’sway
and forwisdomamong leaders
navigatingperilous terrain.
Butprayer alone isnot the

Jewish response.
Whenconflict intensifies in the

MiddleEast, Jewishcommunities
inAmericaoften feel the ripple
e"ects: heightenedanxiety, polar-
izationand, at times, increased
antisemitism.Wecannot ignore
that reality.At the same time,we
mustnot allowfear todefineus.
Our tradition teachescollective

responsibility:weareaccount-
able foroneanother. Inmoments
of crisis, Jewishcommunitiesdo
whatwehavealwaysdone.We
organize,wemobilizeandwecare
for those inneed.
This is alsowhereFederations

matter, especiallywhen theworld
feelsunstable.As thecentral
address for accurate informa-
tion, coordinatedactionandrapid
response,weare inclosecontact
withournetworkon theground
in Israel.Becauseofdecadesof
investmentandpartnership, the

infrastructureandrelationships
arealready inplace tomoveaid
quickly ande"ectivelywhere it is
neededmost.
Emergency responseprotocols

arealreadyactivated. Immedi-
ate relief isunderway, including
emergencygrants, assistance for
injuredandbereaved families and
expanded traumaandresilience
services for children, seniors and
othervulnerablepopulations.
As inpast crises,wearenot

starting fromscratch.Wearebuilt
formoments like this.Andwewill
continue scalingour response
asneedsevolve, providingclear
guidance shouldadditional
communal supportbe required.

Hereathome,ourcommu-
nity security teamimmediately
reachedout to synagogues,
schools andagencies across
Broward toheightenalertness,
reinforceprotocols anda!rm
thatwestandready to support
themasneeded.At this time,
therearenospecificorcredible
threats toour local community.
Butpreparedness ispart ofour
responsibility.
So,whatdowedonow,while

thenewskeepsmoving?
First, showup. Isolationmagni-

fies fear.Community reduces it.
Go to services.Participate ina
gathering.Be in the roomwith
yourpeopleandyourneighbors.

Presence is a formof strength.
Second, checkonpeople.Call

the friendwhosechild is study-
ing in Israel.Text theneighbor
whohas familynearTelAviv.Ask
howother families inyour life are
doing.Payattention to seniors
whomaybewatching thenews
alone. If someone is struggling,
helpconnect themtosupport.
Rightnow, simplecare ispower-
ful.
Third, stay informedrespon-

sibly. Inacrisis,misinformation
spreads faster than truth.Relyon
verifiedsources.Followcredible
updates fromtrustedcommu-
nityorganizations.Pausebefore
sharing something that inflames

fearor confusion.Responsible
information ispart of communal
security.
Moments like this testnotonly

Israel’s resilience, butourown.
JewishBrowardwill continue
to leadwith strengthandunity.
Westandwith theUnitedStates
andIsrael, resolute indefending
innocent life andprepared, aswe
alwayshavebeen, tohelp repair
whatwar leavesbroken.
AmYisraelChai.
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When the sirens sound in Israel, Jewish Americans feel it twice

An Israeli soldier stands near a truck carrying an Israeli tank near the border with Lebanon on March 5 in northern Israel. Hezbollah launched

missiles at Israel in what it said was retaliation for the joint U.S.-Israeli war on Iran. AMIR LEVY/GETTY IMAGES/COURTESY
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