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Jewish Agency for Israel’s G2: Global Intergenerational Initiative 
An Innovative Jewish Experience for Grandparents and Grandchildren 

 

Virtual Israel Experience 
Best. Week. Ever. Together. 

 
Daily, from Monday, August 10 thru Friday, August 14, 2020 

10:00-11:15 AM (EST)/9:00-10:15 AM (CST)/17:00-18:15 (Israel time) 
***Program subject to change 

 
Dear G2 Family, 
 
It is our honor and pleasure to welcome you to Israel for G2’s Virtual Israel 
Experience! We hope this will be an incredible opportunity as you journey together as 
Grandparents & Grandchildren from communities all around the United States and 
Israel. We are grateful to your local Jewish Federation who are our partners in this 
program.  
 
We hope that you have also received our Israel Box with activities and gifts for 
throughout the week. Each day, in addition to the “itinerary” you have below, there will 
also be instructions about the Israel Box relevant for that day. Our daily activities will 
include discussions in our zoom breakout rooms as well as opportunities to meet 
various modern day “faces of Israel.” 
 
Thank you for being part of the G2 family! We hope one day soon we will be able to 
great you PHYSICALLY in Israel. Best wishes for continued health and see you soon on 
zoom! 

 
 

B’Shalom, 
 

Hagar Shoham-Marko 
Director, Partnership Unit at the Jewish Agency for Israel 

 
 

Jay Weinstein      Amit Zehavi 
Director of G2      G2 Israel Director 
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With special thanks to our partners: 
 

 

Milwaukee-Sovev Kinneret Partnership 

 
 
 

 
 

Baltimore-Ashkelon Partnership 
 
 
 

 
 

Minneapolis-Rechovot Partnership 
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Meet Virtual Tour Guide: Assaf Boker 
Assaf Boker is a life-long traveler with a passion for discovering new countries. In the 
IDF, Assaf served in the Gaza envelope region for most of his service as commander in 
a combat intelligence unit. After Assaf was released from the IDF, he began traveling 
extensively throughout North and South America, South East Asia, and Africa. Upon his 
return to Israel, he attended the Hebrew University and pursued a double major in 
Political Science and International Relations. Shortly after he graduated, Assaf wanted 
to share his love for the land of Israel with as many people as possible so he became a 
licensed tour guide and today has introduced hundreds of people from around the world 
to the state of Israel. 

G2's Tour Operator- Israel Experience LTD 
Over 298,840 Jews from around the world have been on a Jewish educational trip to 
Israel with Israel Experience® and Israel Experience® is the leading company for 
educational group travel to Israel, now bringing over 30,000 people from around the 
world to Israel per year. As a subsidiary of the Jewish Agency for Israel, Israel 
Experience provides teens, university students and adults from all over the globe with 
tailor-made and packaged programs, offering the highest standards of service, safety 
and security. The mandate of the company is to facilitate and implement Jewish-Zionist 
experiential, educational visits to Israel in order to strengthen Jewish identity among 
Jews – especially youth – living in communities outside of Israel. 
(https://www.israelexperience.org/). 
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Day 1: Monday, August 10, 2020 

JERUSALEM – WHERE IT ALL BEGAN 

City of David 
This is where it all began. King David chose Jerusalem as his capital, placing Jerusalem 
forever at the center of Jewish history and Jewish tradition. This is the actual location of 
the Biblical City of Jerusalem captured by King David over 3,000 years ago. Deep 
underground, the City of David reveals some of the most exciting archaeological finds of 
the ancient world. While above ground, the city is a vibrant center of activity. 

Davidson Center 

The Davidson Center, located 100 meters from the Temple Mount complex, offers the 
visitor a series of archeological exhibitions supported by visual, audio and textual 
information. The highlight, a real time virtual reconstruction of the Herodian Temple 
Mount as it stood up to its destruction in in 70 CE. 

Faces of Israel: IDF Lone Soldiers 

Many young men and women volunteer to come to Israel and serve in the Israel 
Defense Force. Their stories are incredible! You will have the opportunity to hear from 
lone soldiers from YOUR communities that have heroically defended the State of 
Israel 

 

Israel Box 

Play an original game of “happy families” emphasizing the diversity of Bayit – Israeli 
family homes, allowing families to familiarize themselves with Israeli homes 

Make Sahlab dessert-drink 

Sahlab (see recipes page below) is a flour made from the tubers of the Orchid flower. It 
is often eaten in beverages and desserts, especially in the cuisines of the former 
Ottoman Empire, notably in the Levant where it is a traditional winter beverage. When 
walking the streets of the Old City of Jerusalem, it is common to first smell before 
purchasing and enjoying! 

(Information from Wikipedia, the free online encyclopedia) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tubers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_cuisine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_cuisine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Levantine_cuisine
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Day 2: Tuesday, August 11, 2020 

JUDAISM & GLOBAL JEWISH COMMUNITY: FROM HISTORY TO TODAY 

Tzipori National Park 

Tzipori was the magnificent capital of the Galilee already in the time of the Roman 
conquest, in 65 BC. In the 2nd century, CE Rabbi Yehuda Hanassi transferred the 
Sanhedrin to Tzipori, where the Mishna was completed. The Christians also attribute 
importance to the city because, according to their tradition, this is where the parents of 
Mary, mother of Jesus, lived. According to Josephus, Tzipori was called the "glory of 
the entire Galilee". The population of the city was mixed, and it was a Jewish spiritual 
center, many scholars lived here. In the middle of the 3rd century, after the seat of the 
Sanhedrin was transferred to Tiberias, Tzipori lost its status as capital of the Galilee, but 
it apparently continued to be an important Jewish center until the 5th century CE, when 
the Christian community in the city increased and became a significant component of 
the population. 

Faces of Israel: Ethiopian-Israeli Community 

The story of the Ethiopian Jewish community’s Aliyah (immigration) to Israel is 
incredible. Today, Ethiopian-Israelis are an important part of Israeli society. You will have 
a chance to hear from Pnina Agenyahu, olah (immigrant to Israel) from Ethiopia, 
senior professional at the Jewish Agency, leader, mother and public speaker. In 2014, 
as Israel marked 66 years of independence with a tribute to women, Pnina was named 
by Haaretz Newspaper as one of 66 Israeli influential women you should know. 

 

Israel Box 

Make Falafel (see recipe page below)! Falafel is a deep-fried ball or patty made from 
ground chickpeas, fava beans, or both. Falafel is a traditional Middle Eastern food, 
commonly served in a pita, which acts as a pocket. The falafel balls are topped with 
salads, pickled vegetables and hot sauce. Then, they are drizzled with tahini-based 
sauces. Falafel is a common dish eaten throughout the Middle East. These fritters are 
found around the world as a replacement for meat and as a form of street food. It is 
common to see Falafel stands throughout the streets of Tel Aviv. Many Israelis think of 
it as the national food. 

(Information from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deep_frying
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chickpea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vicia_faba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Eastern_cuisine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pita
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pickling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hot_sauce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tahini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tahini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fritter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Street_food
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Day 3: Wednesday, August 12, 2020 

CREATION OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL & ISRAEL TODAY 

 
Hall of Independence 
Visit the place where on the May 14th 1948, the day before the British Mandate in 
Palestine was to expire, members of the Provisional State Council assembled and 
declared the establishment of the State of Israel. Today you can visit the historic hall 
in which Ben-Gurion declared the establishment of the State of Israel. Most of the 
exhibits are original, while some have been reconstructed in precise detail, transporting 
the visitor back to that incredible event. The names of those who attended the 1948 
ceremony are on the dais and chairs; Herzl's portrait hangs above center stage, flanked 
by two long Israeli flags. Most of the pictures displayed at the time, part of the Tel Aviv 
Museum's collection from the day the state was declared, remain on the walls. In the 
corner there are various items connected with the ceremony: documents, invitations, 
recording and broadcasting equipment, memos and more.  
 

Face of Israel: Israel Innovation in the 21st Century! 

Israel is known as the “Start-up Nation” due to its incredible advancements in 
technology, culture and high tech. You will see the amazing accomplishments and how 
Israel is actively involved in Tikun Olam (making the world a better place).  

 

Israel Box 

Create: A DIY “Bayit- בית” sign, especially designed in partnership with Zuak Design: 
(https://zuak.co.il/) a small Moroccan Israeli art business in Yerucham. Included is a tile 
and a stencil. Use your own colored Sharpie markers or Acrylic paints. 

(Photos curtesy of Zuak studio – the kit includes an original design and not the one presented here) 

 

https://zuak.co.il/
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Day 4: Thursday, August 13, 2020 

EXPLORING YOUR P2G COMMUNITY- MAKE ISRAELI FRIENDS! 

What does it mean to be part of a global Jewish community? It's a question that can be 
answered a million different ways. Partnership2Gether is a way to bridge the gap of 
understanding and bring us together in the spirit of our faith. It not only creates deep 
interpersonal relationships that transcend location, but it also celebrates our rich 
heritage, our differences, and the culture that unites us all. There are 46 partnerships 
happening right now that engage and connect more than 350,000 Jewish people. We 
have a mutual responsibility to each other and by building and supporting these 
relationships, it will in turn, create a stronger connection to Israel and the Jewish 
experience. 

You will be “hosted” virtually by your P2G community in Israel as they share with 
you what makes their community in Israel and your partnership extra special. This is 
your HOME AWAY FROM HOME! 

Israel Box 

Included are colored papers, envelopes & Stickers in Hebrew so you can create Rosh 
Hashana cards to send by snail - mail to your P2G –G2 family in Israel. Be creative, 
use motives such as Apples, Pomegranates, Fish. Feel free to use the stickers to 
decorate your back to school items as well. Perhaps add a photo of your family. 
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Day 5: Friday, August 14, 2020 

GLOBAL SHABBAT CELEBRATION 

 

Tzfat 

Visit the narrow cobblestone alleys of Tsfat, the mystical center of Kabbalah during the 
16th century and home to great rabbinic scholars. Since the sixteenth century, Tsfat has 
been considered one of Judaism's Four Holy Cities, along with Jerusalem, Hebron and 
Tiberias. It is now also home to many artists and has many art galleries. Safed is a 
relatively short drive up a mountain from the Sea of Galilee and affords spectacular 
views of the Sea of Galilee as you wind up the mountain. 

Learn how the people of Tsfat use melodies for spiritual inspiration, recognizing that 
melody has a power that operates in very deep layers of the soul, to connect to 
Judaism, Tsfat and the Kabbalah. The collective group melody has a powerful force with 
energy-generated vocals that cannot be explained in words, allowing everyone to 
express themselves. 

 

Israeli Music 

Usher in Shabbat with music and melodies from Israel! 
 
 

Israel Box 

Included are Shabbat Candles for you to light in your favorite Shabbat candlesticks. 

Also included are Silicone Hebrew - letter trays for making Chocolate - Tahini dessert to 
enjoy with your Shabbat Dinner today. (See separate recipe page below). 

 
 

Thank you for joining us on G2’s 
Virtual Israel Experience! 
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Israeli Recipes 
 

Instructions for making Sahlab drink: 
The box contains two bags. Add contents of one bag to half a liter (= 2 cups) milk. You 
can substitute one cup milk with water. You can use non- lactose based milk as well 
(soy…rice). Bring to a boil, and then simmer on low heat for 5 minutes, mixing 
occasionally. Serving Suggestion (hot or cold): Add to the cup powdered Cinnamon, 
ground Almonds & coconut. 
Contains: sugar, cornstarch (with Sulphites), vegetable oil, flavorings. May include 
celery. 
 
Falafel making instructions (30 pieces): 
Heat Oil for frying in a deep pan. 
Put Powder in a bowl. Add 200ml = 1 cup water, mix & wait 8 minutes. 
Wet hands, create round balls & fry until golden 
Optional: add fresh chopped Cilantro to mixture. 
Contains: Dried Garbanzo beans, flour (includes Gluten), pepper, salt, dried Parsley, 
E450 + E500 
Serving suggestion: with Salad (Cucumber + Tomato + Parsley, Onion, Olive Oil, 
Lemon, Salt and Pepper), Pita, Hummus, Pickles, Tahini. “Betavon!” 
 
 
Chocolate –Tahini Praline dessert: 
Melt 500gram = 18oz of bitter- sweet baking chocolate in a double burner or melt in 
microwave in a glass - measuring cup. 
Add the same amount of Raw Tahini paste. Stir well; pour into Silicone baking trays (1 
included) and freeze. 
Transfer to closed freezer box and Keep frozen until serving. Use toothpicks to serve. 
(Good dessert for vegans & as Parve dessert for meat meals or Passover) 
You may substitute Tahini with Peanut Butter & experiment with adding nuts, raisins, 
candy. (Tahini is made of Sesame) 
Note: You may use any amount of Chocolate, just match with same amount of Tahini 
paste) 
You may use a silicone cake-baking pan and cut into squares after freezing. Then toss 
pieces with cocoa powder so they will not stick. 

(***based on information from Wikipedia) 


